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Infant Mortality

Scope, Social Impact, Solution...
Putting the Pieces Together

Karen E. Wint
= Orange County Health Department
Office of Community Health

Data Source: Florida Department of Health, Bureau of Vital Statistics
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Leading Causes of Infant Deaths
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Source: March of Dimes - PeriStats

Social Impact V 4 1”
Without Complications = $3,400

2 days in hospital for uncomplicated birth
NICU

Average hospital cost with complications = $50,000
= 13.6 days for any prematurity diagnosis
= 24.2 days for primary prematurity diagnosis

Additional provider costs involved

Source: March of Dimes

72

72

Social Impact

Expected Long-term Ramifications: 50% of all births are unplanned*

= Ongoing Medical Costs
= Learning Disabilities
= Addiction

US — 41% of births are Medicaid**
FL — 49.6% of births are Medicaid**

= Increased Risk of School Dropout Orange County — 50% are Medicaid**
= Justice System Involvement

= Social/lemotional costs to family

Taxpayers pay when babies are not healthy

Source: *Guttmacher Institute ~ **Kaiser Family Foundation — statehealthfacts.org
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Social Impact Solution

Compared with adults who had been born at 37 Form a Task Force
weeks gestation or later, those who had a Central Florida Partnership for Health Disparities
premature birth had a much higher risk of a range
of medical and social problems. For example: Community Advocate: Toni Moody, M.D.
The rate of cerebral palsy was 0.1% for those born at term ) '
vs. 9.1% among the earliest preemies born at 23 to 27 Health Council of East Central Florida
WEETCH March of Dimes
The prevalence of mental retardation was 0.4% among Orange County Health Department
full-term infants compared with 4.4% among the most o County Healthy Start Coaliti
premature infants. range County Healthy Start Coalition
Less than 2% of full-term infants were receiving a The Birth Place
disability pension as adults vs. nearly 11% of the most The Center for Multicultural Wellness and Prevention
premature infants.

Community Advocate: Gail Garvin

Source: Moster, D. New England Journal of Medicine, July 17, 2008; vol 359: pp
262-273.

?d"' ?d"

Solution Solution

Promote access to prenatal and infant care Encourage all women of childbearing age to
Healthy Start Program engage in healthy behaviors
Childhood Immunizations Encourage pregnant women to seek early and

. ongoing prenatal care
Promote healthy choices going p .
. . Encourage parents/caregivers to always place
Take folic acid

) infants on their back to sleep
Back to SIE?P Campaign 2 Educate friends, families and community
Healthy Nutrition members on factors that effect infant mortality
Eliminate Stress...Don’t worry, be happy

Source: U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services.
Note: All HHS press releases, fact sheets and other press materials are available at www.hhs.gov/news.
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