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Florida Public Health Association

Board Meeting Minutes

2-9-07
DOH Bureau of Laboratories
Tampa, FL

Present:  Bette Holeva, Roger Sanderson, Michael Reid, Warren McDougle, John Livingstone, Carl Patten, Stephen McCloskey, Doug Holt, Jeff Keiser, Prakash Patel, Lea Heberlein-Larson, Rick France, Jon Dodds, Lynne Drawdy, Heidi Hammond-Epstein, Ethel Edwards, Kevon Jackman, Johanna Adderly, David Galvin, Lesli Ahonkhai, Becky Grigg, Lena Chatman, Frank Meyers, Mike Napier, Robin Wright, Nick Chapman, Rosa Avila, Robert Evans, Andrew Cannons, Marsha Zupan, Sandra Magyar.
By phone:  Matt Dillon, Barbara Richardson, Aimee Pragle, Lori Jordahl, Matt Dillon,  Laura Guyer.
The meeting was called to order by Nick Chapman at 12:25 PM.

Introductions and Determination of Quorum – Introductions of Board members was completed.  It was determined that a quorum was present.  
Approval of Minutes –The minutes from the 10/12/06 Board Meeting were approved.  
President’s Report – Nick Chapman presided.  He thanked Mike Napier for his work in the interim.  Nick wants to ensure the FPHA Board meets soon with new Secretary of Health-local issues and local governances were mentioned by her as important items.
Executive Director’s Report – Sandy Magyar reported that membership renewals were sent out by email this year, to be more economical.  
Sandy received an email from Danny Santibanez.  As he reviewed the Membership Satisfaction Survey, Diversity section, he wondered if FPHA could have a listserv for that section.  He would also help to put listservs for the other sections together.  Discussion occurred.  Frank was in favor of it, saying it would make it easier to communicate with sections, and help to create more activity.  There are various forms, but the main issues would be to not inundate with emails and make it so members could join easily, etc.  Mike Napier asked that Danny report to the Board at next meeting, do demo, etc.  Also, it would be good to inform other section chairs so they are aware of what Danny is proposing so they can check with their members.  
Sandy also received an email from Susan White, University of Florida, asking about purchasing advertising in literature and to obtain the FPHA mailing list.  She would like to share information about the public health certificate program at UF with a short article in the newsletter.  There is also a post card she would like to send out to members. Sandy reported that membership lists are given out on a case-by-case basis.  Frank suggested that information could be posted on the website if it is important to the public health community.  

Frank moved that the membership list should not be given out at any time but we could send things out from Executive Office or use the newsletter, etc., to send information to the membership. Bette Holeva seconded, and the motion carried.
Sandy had a request for FPHA to endorse educational DVDs regarding fetal alcohol syndrome and effects causing birth defects for young women at schools and churches.  It was decided that FPHA would need more info prior to endorsing.  Sandy will explore more, offering the group an opportunity to exhibit at the Annual Educational Conference (AEC).
Keith Keene (Environmental Health Section Chair)reported that there is a regional meeting scheduled in Arcadia area-SW Florida.  He is looking for a copy of the regional meeting planning.  The information should be on website.  No other news about regional meeting in other areas of the state at this time. 
Sandy requested that if there is information for Board, please send to her for dissemination.
The Volusia County Printshop was damaged due to a tornado.  Mona Quinn is in charge of the Printshop.  The recently revised Policy and Procedure Book, as well as a “Save the Date” card for the AEC, and the newsletter are all pending publishing.  Mona will let us know what is able to be done in the near future.  The Health Department will be relocated to other sites, etc.  

Sandy sent letter welcoming to Dr. Ros, as well as a complimentary membership.  She asked that the Executive Board meet with her, and will be setting up meeting.  Then, Sandy will work with Chris to set up the March/April meeting.

FPHA offered to assist with transition, but no reply was received back from Governor’s office.  The offer was to provide information for education of the new officials.  Jon Dodds suggested that the Board should invite Dr. Ros to discuss future of Florida’s public health, since the spring session is on this topic.  Mike Reid reminded the Board that public health is beyond the Department of Health.  Public Health is not just the Department of Health, and resides also with other organizations, universities, etc.  Warren McDougle reminded the Board about community levels organizations as well.  Lynne Drawdy also reminded the Board that Dr, Ros is the first Surgeon General, which means she will have a broader view than just the Secretary of Health.  Please send information to Sandy about approaches to the new Secretary and new Surgeon General.  She will set up meeting as soon as possible.

Member numbers-Sandy attended APHA and sat in for Matt Dillon at affiliate meetings.  We are 3rd largest public health association, behind Illinois and Massachusetts, so Florida is doing a good job.  Other states are asking us how we do business, and are interested in our surveys.  Mike Reid encourages the Board to attend affiliate meetings at APHA.  Florida should be proud how well we do.

Financial Report-Robin Wright

The current budget moves $20,000 to savings and $5,000 to the Florida Public Health Foundation since the conference is running through Foundation.
Annual Educational Conference-Mike Napier
The planning committee had a meeting in the morning.  The theme of the meeting is Under the Big Top.  About 80% of the planning is done, and the activity now is getting and confirming speakers.  The conference begins Wednesday, August 1, 2007.  The Keynote is Mark Fenton, who also offered to lead an early morning walk.  He will be speaking on the topic “Laughter matters”.  On a national level, Pat Libby has agreed to come and speak.  He is the counterpart to Sandy at NACCHO.  The Secretary of Health will speak at the last day.
New business-Mike recommends that the President-Elect be in charge of the Annual Educational Conference.  Frank moved, Warren seconded.  Motion carried. [Action-need to review By-laws for any needed changes; notify Pete Wadwha]

Mike Reid suggested that there could be Co-chairs: 1st and 2nd vice presidents.  Mike N will bring back more thoughts on this to next Board meeting.

Sideshows-Frank and Mike are working on these to occur during breaks at the AEC.  Morning stretches, stress reduction, public speaking, PRISM, are some suggestions for the 25-minute sessions during breaks.  Some activities may teach additional skills.

Warren is going to be in charge of the early morning walk.  He said the trail is difficult to follow there at the hotel so he offered to map it out. 

Legislative Committee – Jeff Keiser
Jeff is going through bills to see what is appropriate for FPHA, such as those covering safety, healthcare, as well as others.  There is a whole series of bills with titles and no guts-these are considered holding bills. There are a number of bills: one pertaining to seat belts, etc.; one on children in back of trucks; minimal standards for hospitals during an emergency); working with revising KidCare program; testing inmates for HIV; prevention and health life styles; HPV (Texas mandates this vaccine) [this may be something for the Academic committee to research for white paper].  There are 2 bills that may be of interest: one is a holding bill; one is about children 21 and below, smoking within a certain distance from school.  So far, there are no bills re the tobacco funds.  Chris just received list of bills.  He is asking which ones FPHA will support.  Chris will do a session on legislative advocacy at the AEC.   FPHA might want to support a bill, to increase chances to help bill to pass, and also, because membership expects FPHA to support certain bills.

Mike Napier asked why FPHA is not helping to shape bills.  Lynne mentioned that, from a strategic level, FPHA really cannot wait and needs to be proactively finding sponsors and working with them.  Some things are on the table from a year ago and need sponsors.  Frank suggested that there be a special committee so that someone is responsible, whether it is workforce development, etc.  

Bonnie McDougle described “Voter Voice” which works with organizations to help manage legislative activity.  It is a service that is bought by subscription for a year.  It alerts membership to bills and recommends supporting or discussing by email to write a letter and suggestions on where to send.  The Legislative Committee recommends purchasing this service.  It is about $2000 per year.  It notifies via alert, and the member can click on button to get state representatives, etc.  The member can create letters to support or oppose.  Most people have provided work addresses, instead of home addresses, and responses need to be done on home computer, using personal time.  Might need to obtain email for home address for legislative issues.  The question was asked if legislators pay attention to letters such as these.  Chris says it has been very effective for the physician group.  Legislators pay attention to numbers, and it is a quick way to get messages out.  

Bonnie moved, and Frank seconded for FPHA to obtain Voter Voice for 2 years.  Motion carried.

Mike Reid reported that Kim Barfield was appointed as a Deputy Secretary for legislative affairs for the Department of Health.
FPHA Website – Frank Meyers
The web counter still has problems.  It counts by month only, not unduplicated.  About 350 unique people visit the site per week.  Frank wants to do a presentation since the AEC coming soon.  Some things to be done:  By-laws need to be revised; hotel reservations to be posted shortly; some incorrect phone numbers need to updated.  Probably a month to 6 weeks to complete updates.  Registration information should be on website by next month.  There will be a form to fill out on the website, and a membership form as well.  FPHA will work with AHEC which is trying to do on-line registration as well.  There is a suggestion to put web reports in the Newsletter.
FPHA Newsletter – Bette Holeva
The Newsletter is in Mona’s inbox.  The next deadline is May 1st, 2007.
Membership Committee – Lea Heberlein-Larson reported.
The committee met earlier in the day.  The membership drive is underway, and started back last November.  Membership liaisons-An agency liaison list is going around to the Board members.  This person would answer questions and post information.  The committee will try to tackle other agencies.  The committee has a list of APHA members that live in Florida, and the committee will match to this list to the FPHA member lists, so we can send them the membership brochure.  The membership brochure is being revised.  Surveys have been completed:  Membership satisfaction and Exit survey.  The surveys were sent to the Board members.  Next year, the survey will be done in May and membership information will also be provided with it.  Second notices will be sent in April for renewal by email.  Laura Guyer asked for an update on the Student sections.  Alberto is doing some outreach.  Students can be members of FPHA, not just professionals.  Scholarships are available to students.  Student representatives from universities are on mailing lists.  Laura will contact Alberto, and suggest that maybe there be a special mailing reminding  students to become members.

The By-laws need to be update to reflect the Retiree category.  A notice will go out by email and posted on the website to solicit photos for the calendar-Public Health in Action.  Matt Dillon put together a letter to new County Health Directors welcoming them and encouraged membership in FPHA.

Sandy will work on keeping track of meetings and conferences with FPHA posters.  Also, Sandy can arrange to set poster up, etc.  Warren reported that the Florida Environmental Health Organization introduces themselves by sponsoring a break or hospitality time at a conference.  One was done at the statewide epidemiology conference.  It was suggested that maybe at certain meetings, when there are potential members attending, such as at FACCHO or health officer meetings, this might be done.  FPHA would need to determine which meetings to target before spending dollars.  
From the satisfaction survey, some members indicated they would be interested in serving FPHA in some capacity.  We could invite them to next Board meeting.  If there is a specific interest, we will acknowledge them and keep them informed.
The Maternal and Child Health section will be dissolved.  There has been no chair for several years.  Sandy will send out a letter to all members to notify them that the section will be combined with another section (such as nursing), and that they will be able to choose which section they wish to move to.
Strategic Plan – Lynne Drawdy
The Member Satisfaction Survey was completed.  A Newsletter article will be published and the survey is being posted on web.  Section chairs should use this to help with membership.  It appears that the satisfaction rate went down, but we had a better return using the electronic survey tool (6% in 2005 to 23% of 2006 of total membership).  Demographics of respondents are now different: members, not just committee chairs, board members, etc.  Also, an Exit survey was performed.  One objective of the strategic plan is to identify health issues-some person should be identified to take the lead, and Lynne advocates a group should be dedicated to work on this issue.  AEC and legislative advocacy are the two primary services provided by FPHA.  Lynn suggests forming a committee for each of the issues.  FPHA needs to give feedback to its members.  FPHA should establish a position and advocate for change.  Positions include adequate public health force, pay, and pay steps which might be where we might have an impact.

Planned communities-Dr. Patel, Deborah Campbell, Steve, Laura Guyer-talked with Daniel Parker to be a speaker, perhaps with a roundtable, at the AEC.  Public health messaging-Frank and Linda-need to readdress.  
Lynne works with the statewide EMS Council, which is very diverse.  It is hard to get movement with only a quarterly meeting.  One strategy is to designate committees that work during the quarter and report on progress.  Prakash asked about calling on a biweekly basis.  Sandy has availability to do conference calling (we can track costs on this).  The work needs linkages to the Academic Committee.  Warren has a position paper from FEHA. 

Sandy offered the suggestion to put a notice in the Newsletter to work by conference calls to get response from general membership.  Need more people to be on a committee.  Prakash will be providing web links about this issue. FPHA needs to promote the strategic plans to membership.  Warren stated that FPHA needs to get with Healthier Florida, etc.  FPHA may need a marketing committee for strategic plan. Do we need to readdress the Strategic Plan and see if the goals, objectives, and measures are viable for next year?  This would probably occur in June at a separate meeting in combination with the Board meeting.

Award and Scholarship – Laura Guyer
Criteria for the awards and scholarships was evaluated and revised over the last 2 years.  She asked for the Board’s approval for changing the deadline date to June 1st vs. mid-June for 2007.  Laura moved, Frank seconded-motion carried.
Laura mentioned that a graduate student needed to be a member, but the undergraduate does not.  Last year, there were very few awards and nominations.  She suggested that information should go to all membership rather than just university liaisons.  We need additional venues for dispersal.  

The Policy and Procedure book was updated, and the criteria need to be in the Newsletter this issue.  Sandy said criteria could be sent to Board rather than waiting for newsletter. Sandy can also send a special email to members, plus posting on the website.  Laura will talk with Alberto.  Could a letter be sent to the administrators to CHD for awards?  Also, Laura asked how we get into databases for scholarships.  Graduate studies post scholarships for students.  There is an academic affairs in each university.  At USF, one person disseminates info for all this type of info-Natalie Preston at USF COPH.  There are listservs to students by the universities.  Academic liaisons have some information, and maybe Alberto can send information to Sandy.  Laura Guyer will send information to Sandy to centralize to Alberto.  The information should not be sent to only to those universities/programs that offer MPH. 

Academic Committee – Jon Dodds
1. DOH request-training program to be developed

2. DOH request- to develop training for registered sanitarians (graduate level training).  Jon talked with his university and there is no progress.

3. FPHA website-request to include a few items:a jobs listing, and also a reverse of that so students could list qualifications and jobs being seeked so employers could review this.

4. Discussion media for academics committee to have discussion board

Dr. Reid made an announcement for the AEC poster session, encouraging all to distribute the announcement.  There is only space for 20 or so posters.  If many posters are proposed, the premier posters will have to be selected, such as those on Public health data, theoretical work, and best practices.  
Dr. Patel discussed that the Division of Environmental Health will work with the Academic committee for experiences.  DOH is developing a future sharepoint site.  Need to find out if there is a blanket DOH affiliate MOU (Bonnie Sorensen).  Instead of each university applying separately, perhaps there could be a blanket agreement from DOH that could cover all counties.  Affiliate agreements have been developed (Lesli to send to Jon Dodds).  Sharepoint may be accessible only as an intranet with only DOH access.  However, the CHD can access.  At some point, it will be opened up to other agencies.  

Sandy discussed job announcements on the website.  There are several issues, such as dates to pull them, and it has to be very dynamic site.  Could do a link to the state job site.  If there is a specific item, she sends out emails.  Would need someone to monitor the site, or take off the listing on a routine basis, and would need expiration dates. 

Section Reports – 

Environmental Health-Warren McDougle
There are 2 slots at the AEC are EH-
1. Harmful algal blooms-Game and Fish, Human Health section.  Andy Reich will speak on the health effects of harmful algal blooms.  

2. CDC to automate syndromic surveillance on website-Warren wants to be able to show this, maybe as a 25-minutes side-show

STD Section-Lori Jordahl
The STD Manager’s Meeting will be in conjunction with the AEC.  STD Awareness Month is in April.  There is a toolkit as a resource, and she will send it out to Board to pass on.  Maybe it can be posted on the website for STD awareness?  She will make sure Chris receives information for the legislators on how to work with STD Directors to promote awareness.  A 2-day conference on Crystal Meth is being looked at, perhaps as a regional meeting in South Florida around 11/29/07, which is Crystal Meth Awareness Day. Please let her know if anyone wants to help  with this effort.

Diversity Committee-Lesli Ahonkhai
Lesli suggested that, besides a list serve, also a member directory would help members feel connected.  
Liaison Report
FACCHO-Doug Holt reported. 
SHA-Warren McDougle reported. 

Jan8-9 Board meeting was held in Savannah, Georgia, which is the location of the SHA annual meeting to be held September 4-6, 2007.  Georgia is now a member of SHA.  Each year SHA passes resolutions, but this year they established policy position papers on active communities by environmental design.  Kentucky is trying to get their state in this mode.  FEHA created a CD about what Florida is doing.  By having a position paper accepted by the Board and membership, then there is background, etc. already written.  FPHA can support such a position paper if it falls within realm of policy and position.  FPHA could state what its positions are, and list the positions based upon the strategic plan.  Kentucky is having trouble getting a state-wide smoking ban, but is doing it by community.  However, there is a law pending that counties cannot have laws stricter than state.  The position statement is about support for local communities.  FPHA could take the strategic plan, and do position papers on it.
Membership is available as a Fellow of SHA as opposed as just a member.  One has to be an active member for 2 consecutive years, apply for fellowship, and be approved by the Board.  

Arkansas reorganized for 4th time; South Carolina is  promoting colorectal cancer screening; Alabama has a completely different setup-basically an arm of the state health office, but fairly well organized;  Kentucky’s public health association has no association with DOH with only 20-25% of membership working for DOH.  The SHA is a good forum for exchange of ideas.  FPHA will be in the loop for SHA in a couple of years (2009) which probably will be in WPB.  
FPHA has to officially invite the President of SHA to the AEC.  Frank moved, Mike seconded, motion passed.  There is a CDC grant to provide information to different states, which may be able to provide dollars to the AEC by 2009.

Nursing-Heidi Hammond-Epstein
Heidi reported Dr. Beitsch will follow up last year’s national accreditation and standards at the AEC.  Dr. Coreil agreed to speak from the University of South Florida.  This would be an outstanding lecture for students about public health in the field.  

Old Business-
Frank informed that Board that there is a concern about pharmacists who can refuse to fill prescription if they morally disagree with it.  He would like to see the Board take a position.  It was agreed to table this for next meeting.  This issue may have a major impact on Florida.  Sandy will resend information to the Board.

Mike Reid reported that the announcement of applications for the Public Health Leadership Institute went out this week

Paula Mooty reported that so far there are four exhibitors, but we need more.  Ethel will work with her to work on nursing side of venues.  35 more to go.
Aimee Pragle-64D-3 reportable diseases-A lot of changes/laboratory reporting guidelines are going out.  She would like to send out a link for members or an email.  This information could also be added into newsletter.
New Business –
Robin Wright went over the new budget.  Discussion occurred.  Two new sections may be proposed:  Tuberculosis and IT/MIS sections.  This can be discussed at the next Board meeting.  The section should read ‘HIV/AIDs”, and “proposed” should be removed from the Student section.  Robin reported that $1000 was added for a registration on-line package; Sandy has talked with AHEC about it also.  The form would be on the website, so members could register and pay online.  The site can take POs, credit cards, etc. Nametags, etc. can also be done by using the information from the site.  Sandy would still need to follow up on receipts, etc.  She will be exploring this option.  With p-card for multiple purchases, probably could do that with phone calls.  Such a site will not solve all the problems.  Maybe at least a form that could be completed on-line.  
Mike Napier asked to approve the budget for the proposed amount, then Sandy can check things out.   Another APHA member meeting registration/funding should be added ($1500): FPHA should Sandy to the APHA meeting as well as the liaison on an annual basis so that the meeting can be better covered.  The President Elect is paid for by APHA.

Scholarship money-$4000 was raised by the Silent Auction.  The amount on the budget does not show $600 being donated-$300 for FPHA and also $300 to STD section for scholarship, plus $1000 carryover (that will not show.  It is the dues for STD section).  Need to remove Maternal and Child Health Section.  Add $2000 for the Voter Voice.
Frank moved that the budget with proposed changes be accepted, Bette seconded, motion carried.

The Executive Board met with MOSI February 8, 2007.  A new exhibit is coming about a year from now.  “Amazing You” will have interactive exhibits looking at different groups for support.  FPHA can add support for grants.  Please let them or Doug Hold know if there is potential for support.  They want to see public health issues are addressed.  

FACCHO-under Kim Barnhill.  Next meeting is in the summer with the Florida Association of Counties.
Tentative next meeting will include the Legislative meeting-March 26th (Board) and 27th (Legislative visits) in Tallahassee.  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:18pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Yvonne Hale Salfinger, 2005-2007 Secretary
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